VI
THE QUESTION OF CULTURE
' YET what the Romans did to other nations, was in a
great degree done by Cromwell to the Scots; he
civilized them by conquest, and introduced by useful
violence the arts of peace. I was told at Aberdeen
that the people learned from Cromwell's soldiers to
make shoes and to plant kail/
So says Dr Johnson in his Journey to the Western
Islands; and having glanced unhappily at the vacuum
that must have preceded cabbage, he queries the
benefaction of the cobbler, and discovers in the
culture of Scotland a quality unique in his experience.
' I know not,' he writes, ' whether it be not peculiar
to the Scots to have attained the liberal, without the
manual arts, to have excelled in ornamental knowledge,
and to have wanted not only the elegancies, but the
conveniencies of common life. Literature soon after
its revival found its way to Scotland, and from the
middle of the sixteenth century, almost to the middle
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